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(54) NITRIDE SEMICONDUCTOR LIGHT-EMITTING ELEMENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To inhibit the reduction in the 
characteristics of a nitride semiconductor light-emitting element 
due to the oxidation of a P side electrode and to raise the light 
emission characteristics of the element by a method wherein the P 
side electrode consists of an ohmic layer adhered to the almost 
front surface of P-type contact layer and an anti-oxidation layer 
formed between this ohmic layer and a protective layer. 
SOLUTION: A P side electrode 7 consists of an ohmic layer 7A 
formed on the almost front surface of a P-type contact layer 6 and 
an anti-oxidation layer 7B provided in such a way as to cover this 
layer 7A. When a protective layer 12 is formed of an oxide film, this 
layer 7B discharges a role for blocking oxygen and inhibits the 
oxidation of the layer 7A. Accordingly, even though the oxide film, 
such as an Si02 film, a Ti02 film and an AI203 film, is used as the 
film 12, the oxidation of the layer 7A at the time of the formation of 
the film 12 is inhibited and the resistance of the layer 7A is never 
increased. As a result, the light emission characteristics of a nitride 
semiconductor light- emitting element can be raised. 
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